The importance of intestinal synthesis of members of the vitamin ' B ' complex by the alimentary flora of many species has become increasingly evident (Najjar & Bassett, 1945) , and a considerable contribution may be made to the animal's needs in this way. With the introduction of poorly absorbed anti-bacterial substances such as sulphanylylguanidine and succinylsulphathiazole it became possible to interfere with this contribution and in many animals symptoms of avitaminoses were produced by this means (Daft & Sebrell, 1945 (Hardy, Burns & De Capito, 1943 ; Tudor, 1943) The occurrence of avitaminoses in the human subject following the administration of sulphonamides has rarely been reported. Diminished urinary output of nicotinamide methochloride has been described after oral administration of sulphaguanidine or succinylsulphathiazole (Ellinger, Coulson & Benesch, 1944 ; Ellinger, Benesch & Kay, 1945) and use of the latter drug in the treatment of Flexner dysentery has been associated with evidence of nicotinamide deficiency (Hardwick, 1946) . A case has also been described by Shattock (Ellinger & Sliattock, 1946) 
